


Witness Says He Heard Oswald and 2 



By GENE ROBERTS 

Special to The New York Time* 

NEW ORLEANS, March 14— 
A life insurance agent who pre- 
viously denied that he had ever 
met Lee Harvey Oswald prior to 
the assassination of President 
Kennedy testified today that he 
had heard Oswald and two New 
Orleans nien plot to kill the 
President. 

Then the witness, Perry Ray- 
mond Russo, an agent for the 
Equitable Life Assurance So- 
ciety, left his chair in court and 
held his hand above the head 
of Clay L. Shaw to point him 
out as* one of the participants 
in the alleged conspiracy. 

Mr. Shaw, a retired New Or- 
leans business executive, was 
arrested by District Attorney 
Jim Harrison on March 1 and 
accused of— but not formally 
charged with — helping to plot 
Mr. Kennedy’s assassination. 

A third conspirator, accord- 
ing to Mr. Russo, was David 
*?. Ferrie, a former airline 
pilot who was found dead in 
bed here on Feb. 22. 

Mr. Russo said he saw Mr. 
Shaw and Oswald together at 
Mr. Ferrie’ s apartment in New 
Orleans on three occasions in 
^September of 1963. He said that 
on one occasion they carried on 
a detailed discussion of plans 
and alternate plans for assassi- 
nating President Kennedy. 

They talked, he said, of “us- 
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“selecting a kind of scapegoat” 
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At the conc*flff!BW^!rtnW!ear- 
three judges will rule on wheth- 
er Mr. Garrison has presented 
enough evidence to warrant 
binding Mr. Shaw over for trial. 
Tomorrow Mr. Russo is to un- 
g. dergo cross-examination. 

Mr. Shaw, soon after* his ar- 
rest, denied that he had ever 
known Mr. Ferrie or Oswald or 
that he had ever taken part in 
any conspiracy. He headed the 
International Trade Mart here 
for 19 years. 

Interviewed by TV Man 

In a tape-recorded interview 
on Feb. 24 with WDSU, a New 
Orleans television station, Mr. 
Russo said. “I never heard of 
Oswald until television [at the 
time of the assassination] .' 

He said much the same thing 
in another tape-recorded inter- 
view on the same day with A1 
Crouch, news director of tele- 
vision station WBRZ in Baton 
Rouge. 

In that interview he said he 
met Mr. Ferrie in 1962 through 
a mutual friend. 

“Did he [Ferric] ever say 
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[that] he knew Lee narvey; 
Oswald?” Mr. Crouch-asked. 
“No,” Mr. Russo replied. 
“Had you ever heard of Lee 
Harvey Oswald before the as- 
sassination ?“ 

“No,” Mr. Russo said. 

In an interview with The 
Morning Advocate in Baton 
■ Rouge on Feb. 24, Mr. Russo 
did not mention Oswald but said 
he had onc$ heard Mr. Ferrie 
say that “we will get. him 
[President Kennedy] and it 
won’t be long. 

He also told the paper, ac- 
| cording to its news article, that 
he first met Mr. Ferrie 18 
months before the Kennedy 
assassination, which would have 
been in mid-1962. 
l| In court today he said he first 
|1 met Mr. Ferrie about 1960. 

During all the interviews, he 
was asked why he had waited 
until this year to tell the au 
thorities his story. In two of 
them he replied that it did not 
occur to him that Mr. Ferrie 
might be involved until he read 
in newspapers that Mr. Garrison 
was investigating Mr. Ferrie. 

In the WDSU Interview he 
said, “The assassination caught 
me by surprise.” 

The Morning Advocate article 
quoted him as saying Mr. Ferrie 
had told him on several occa- 
sions that it would be easy to 




assassinate the President. But 
Mr. Russo described all these 
discussions as “general conver- 
jSation." 

‘Some Sort of Party' 

District Attorney Garrison, 
making his third official ap- 
pearance in a courtroom since 
assuming office five years ago, 
called Mr. Russo to testify be- 
fore the three-judge panel today. 
He questioned the witness fo-r 
more than three hours. 

Mr. Russo gave his age as 
25 and said he had graduated '* 
from high school and from 
Loyola University in New Or- 
leans and had completed a year 
of law school. 

Then he told how he visited 
Mr. Ferrie's apartment on 
Louisiana Avenue Parkway 
here one night in September. 
1963, and found “some sort of 
party in progress.” ' 

The party, with about eight 
people, was soon over, he said, 
and he. Mr. Ferrie, a man he 




